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Jan. 19: Diplomatic sources told journalists that Haitian leaders will condition progress toward a
negotiated solution on suspension of the trade embargo sponsored by the Organization of American
States (OAS). Jan. 20: State-run Radio Nationale broadcast a letter signed by three members of
the military, including two officers, stating that the Haitian armed forces will use force against any
"solution" including the return of deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide. The three claimed
the statement had been approved by all the military regiments in Port-au-Prince. Jan. 21: During
a special session of the OAS, French ambassador-observer Jan Debenest denied any government
responsibility regarding the third violation of the OAS embargo against Haiti, a Jan. 18 delivery
of 80,000 barrels of oil. According to Debenest, the oil was sold in France to the German Stinnes
Interoil company which claimed the shipment was headed for Mauritania. OAS general secretary
Joao Baena Soares commended the work of the special mission to Haiti, but said that the economic
blockade had been a failure. "There are no longer energy problems in Haiti," said Soares, referring
to the clandestine oil supplies reaching the island, which he blamed on "certain neighboring
countries." According to a military source cited by the Agence France-Presse, the three signatories of
the threatening letter broadcast Jan. 20 (see above) are not currently members of the Haitian armed
forces. In a communique, the US Coast Guard reported interception of eight vessels carrying 466
Haitians in the Windward Passage over the past 48 hours. The Haitians were taken to the refugee
camp at the Guantanamo naval base in Cuba. A total of 9,102 Haitians have been intercepted by
the Coast Guard in the passage area since October. Later the same day, the Coast Guard rescued
an additional 79 refugees aboard two vessels. In Port-au-Prince, signs and banners protesting the
continuation of the interim government and calling for the return of deposed president Aristide
were strung from buildings and along streets. Jan. 22: The OAS Permanent Council appointed
eight nations to monitor compliance with the embargo: Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, Costa Rica,
Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago, Venezuela, and the US. Haitian Foreign Minister Jean Robert Simonise
announced the formation of a common market with the Dominican Republic. Jan. 23: In downtown
Port-au-Prince, four youths described as "motorcycle thieves" were executed by civilians. According
to witnesses, the four were shot and killed on Salinas avenue. Murders in the capital city by armed
civilians were also reported on the evenings of Jan. 17, 19 and 22. In statements to foreign journalists,
Dominican President Joaquin Balaguer said the Dominican Republic is not violating the OAS
trade embargo. He added that his government has provided humanitarian aid only through the
International Red Cross. According to Balaguer, the two countries have neither diplomatic nor
economic relations. The US Coast Guard intercepted a record 1,072 Haitian refugees, bringing
the total number rescued since Jan. 1 to 2,156. The grand total (October 1991-Jan. 23) was 10,534.
Port-au-Prince Bishop Willy Romelus reported that Edouard Brunache, president of the local Red
Cross for the city of Jeremie (located in extreme southeastern Haiti), was arrested by a military
patrol. No charges were filed against Brunache, and he was released from custody. A driver for the
Regional Education and Development Project (PRED) was also arrested and remains in custody.
Jan. 24: According to a report by independent Radio Metropole, the Haitian Senate approved a 10©2011 The University of New Mexico,
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day postponement on talks to reinstall Aristide. The Senate decision marks the second time in a
week that the OAS negotiations have been stalled following refusal by prime minister-designate
Rene Theodore and parliamentary representatives to participate in talks scheduled for Jan. 18
in Washington. In a communique, the OAS announced delivery of 11 metric tons of medical
supplies and 15 MT of foodstuffs to Haiti on Jan. 28. The humanitarian aid was donated by the
governments of Chile and the US, and non-governmental organizations. Jan. 25: Approximately
15 assailants stormed the headquarters of the National Reconstruction Movement (MRN) during
a meeting attended by Theodore and several prominent politicians. Theodore's bodyguard was
killed. Witnesses said the assailants were dressed in civilian clothing, and identified an officer of the
National Police force's urban gang unit. Brig.Gen. Raoul Cedras, Haiti's top military commander
and the leader of the Sept. 30 coup, assured the assembled politicians that an investigation would
begin immediately. In Caracas, Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez said Haiti should be
expelled from the OAS if democracy is not restored. Jan. 26: Senate president Dejean Belizaire called
an emergency session of the chamber to discuss the assault on the MNR offices. In a statement to
reporters, "Two things must be clarified now, at this moment of deepening crisis: whether the army
commander-in-chief can or cannot control his troops and whether the parliament will or will not
prolong the mandate of the interim government." The parliament is currently debating extension
of interim president Joseph Nerette's term. The US Coast Guard intercepted 1,100 Haitian refugees
attempting to reach US shores in 12 fragile boats, bringing the total number of Haitians rescued
since Jan. 1 to 4,229. Jan. 27: The OAS issued a statement strongly condemning the Jan. 25 attack
on the MNR offices. In a statement, the provisional government in Port-au- Prince condemned the
Jan. 25 incident, and acknowledged that assailants were National Police officers. The statement
said a full investigation is underway and the perpetrators will be sanctioned. The National Police
is a division of the Army and played a key role in the coup. Unified Haitian Communist Party
(PUCH) vice president Max Bourjolly called for ratification of PUCH leader Rene Theodore as Prime
Minister. He also called on the provisional government to resign. Jan. 28: At a special session of
the OAS, participants approved a resolution expressing "extreme concern" about recent political
violence in Haiti. The Inter-American Human Rights Commission was requested to conduct
another investigation in Haiti. Theodore told reporters that he and members of the parliament
are considering arranging a meeting with Aristide and OAS representatives in the near future. He
said that Chamber of Deputies and Senate presidents Alexandre Medard and Dejean Belizaire,
respectively, were willing to participate in such meeting. Louis Dejoie, president of the National
Agricultural Industry Party (PAIN), said the Haitian army will not support a democratic resolution
to the crisis. According to Dejoie, Radio Libertad known to be run by the Tonton Macoutes resumed
broadcasts on the evening of Jan. 27. He described such activity as evidence of the Tonton Macoutes'
increasing power. A US Coast Guard spokesperson said between 600 and 1,000 Haitians had been
picked up by Coast Guard vessels, bringing the total over the previous week to about 3,500. He
said Coast Guard patrols were reaching "saturation point," and that the camp at Guantanamo is
likely to be overflowing by the time of a court decision on whether Washington can deport the
Haitians. According to the State Department, as of Jan. 27, 8,119 Haitians were residing at the
Guantanamo camp. In a statement broadcast by the Catholic radio station Radio Soleil, Haitian Sen.
Julio Larosiliere said the legislature "sanctioned the attack on Theodore and other politicians by
their incapacity and lack of courage and responsibility to find a definitive solution to the...crisis."
The pro-Aristide National Front for Change and Democracy (FNCD) called for an international
investigation into the Jan. 25 attack on the MNR offices. Jan. 29: The US Embassy in Port-au-Prince
reported that Ambassador to Haiti Alvin P. Adams was called to Washington for consultations
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on implications of the Jan. 25 attack on Theodore and other politicians. At a press conference,
Theodore denied that his bodyguard was killed during a "gunfire exchange," as reported by the
interim foreign minister. Instead, said Theodore, the man was victim of a "murder committed in
cold blood." The US Coast Guard reported interception of 1,178 Haitians the previous evening.
The US government filed three affidavits at the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta in support
of its petition for the immediate repatriation of the refugees in order to prevent a "mass exodus."
Asst. Secretary of State for Interamerican Affairs Bernard Aronson cited reports that an additional
20,000 Haitians may leave their country for the US within the next few days. Jan. 30: US State
Department spokesperson Joe Snyder said that, effective immediately, Haitians need not leave
Haiti to request political asylum in the US. According to Snyder, the decision constitutes a means
to stop large numbers of Haitians from trying to reach US shores in rickety boats. He added that
the same exceptional conditions for asylum also exist in the former Soviet Union and Vietnam.
Snyder reiterated Washington's determination to repatriate the majority of the Haitians, described
as economic rather than political exiles. Aronson expressed the US government's support for
OAS actions in Haiti. He reiterated that new elections in Haiti are not necessary. According to
the US Coast Guard, a total of 14,274 Haitians have been intercepted since the Sept. 30 coup. Of
the total, 2,312 are on board Coast Guard vessels en route to refugee camps at the Guantanamo
naval base in Cuba. Capacity of camp facilities at Guantanamo is 12,500. Current residents number
9,213. According to local news sources, soldiers arrested two Haitian priests during a military
operation in Jeremie (see Jan. 23 entry). The US State Department announced plans to set up a
refugee screening center in Port-au-Prince. The official statement also indicated that the refugee
camps at the Guantanamo naval base had been filled to capacity. Jan. 31: The US Coast Guard
intercepted another 418 Haitians aboard 14 small vessels. The US Supreme Court voted six-tothree to overturn a Nov. 19 Miami court decision prohibiting deportation of Haitian refugees.
Refugee defense organizations announced they would petition for another review of the case by
the Supreme Court. Amnesty International issued a statement protesting the reversal, calling
the US policy "discriminatory." Other critics of the Supreme Court decision included the US
Bishops Conference, the National Council of Churches, the American Jewish Committee, the New
York-based Lawyer's Committee on Human Rights, Americas Watch, the Washington Post and
the New York Times. In its annual international human rights report, the US State Department
indicated that the human rights situation in Haiti improved during the administration of deposed
president Jean Bertrand Aristide, although there were still "frequent abuses" reported, including
extrajudicial execution, torture, arbitrary arrest and detention, and mistreatment of prisoners. The
report said abuses increased dramatically following the Sept. 30 coup. Haitian National Television
reported that Brig.Gen. Raoul Cedras was promoted to lieutenant general "at the disposition of the
provisional government." Feb. 1: The US government resumed deportation of Haitian refugees.
The first 150 of the 9,817 refugees held at the Guantanamo camp, and the 2,168 on board Coast
Guard cutters were being prepared for immediate return to Haiti. US officials say 3,400 refugees
are qualified to apply for political asylum, most of whom have been transported to the US. A total
of 538 Haitians were deported before the Miami court decision in November. The provisional
government condemned the murder of a soldier in the Martissant area of Port-au-Prince on Jan. 29
or 30. The government statement called the murder "an act of provocation." There were numerous
arrests in the area following discovery of the body, but police sources reported that detainees
were released. Other sources said arrested persons were still in custody. Feb. 2: International Red
Cross volunteers in Port-au- Prince greeted the first 400 refugees deported by the US Coast Guard.
After passing through immigration where officials took their fingerprints and photographs, each
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Haitian deportee was given food and US$15. In Caracas, Aristide met with the executive committee
of the Christian Democratic Organization of the Americas (ODCA) to defend the OAS embargo
against Haiti. On Feb. 1, during annual meetings in the Venezuelan capital, the ODCA had called
for suspension of the embargo on the ground of unfair victimization of the Haitian people. Aristide
told reporters in Caracas that the refugees at Guantanamo "are political refugees and their rights
must be respected...[T]hey must be received [in the US] just like the Cuban refugees are." In a
CNN interview, US Defense Secretary Dick Cheney said, "The charge that somehow their lives
are threatened back in Haiti has not been substantiated...The bulk of them are, in fact, economic
refugees and for that reason can be returned to Haiti without fear for their lives." The UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the US Supreme Court decision was "lamentable." Feb.
3: The US office of Amnesty International called on Congress to "take all measures necessary to
suspend forced repatriation" of Haitian refugees. Four armed men forced their way into the home
of Sen. Rony Mondestin, member of Theodore's National Reconstruction Movement (MRN). The
assailants demanded information on his whereabouts. Feb. 4: Washington announced plans to "fine
tune" the US embargo against Haiti to reduce the suffering of the poor, and to make the embargo
more effective. An easing of restrictions on the assembly-for-export industry is aimed at aiding an
estimated 40,000 Haitian workers, almost all of whom have lost their jobs as a result of the sanctions.
The Bush administration also moved to freeze US assets of Haitians who have provided financial
support for coup leaders. US State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said that "virtually
all other hemispheric countries have joined the embargo, but the United States has by far the largest
economic stake in Haiti...We want to help these workers and ensure Haiti does not lose this source
of employment...Our information is that the sanctions on the assembly sector largely affect innocent
Haitians only and have no serious impact on those behind the coup." Costa Rican Foreign Minister
Bernd Niehaus said his government is considering the possibility of imposing a total economic
blockade against Haiti, and a breaking diplomatic relations between Haiti and all nations of the
hemisphere. Niehaus said the OAS trade embargo has been ineffective, and that Latin American
governments must take action to protect democracy in the region, especially after the coup attempt
in Venezuela. A communique issued by the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) said the trade embargo
against Haiti endangers the health of women and children. According to a UNICEF study, the
incidence of malaria and respiratory infection has doubled, and diarrhea has quadrupled since the
embargo went into effect. The proportion of underweight newborns increased from 12% to 15.4%,
while severe malnutrition suffered by children in the birth to five years of age category increased
from 22 to 29%. Feb. 5: Deputy Joseph Fignole Jean Louis said that the easing of the US embargo
showed Washington was not fully supportive of the effort to reinstate Aristide. He said, "President
Bush has paid lip service to the defense of democracy." The provisional government in Haiti called
a halt to the deportation of about 10,500 refugees carried out by the US Coast Guard. US State
Department officials said the delay was requested because of difficulties in rapidly assimilating
large numbers of refugees. In a televised speech on the occasion of his promotion and appointment
as armed forces commander-in-chief, Lt.Gen. Raoul Cedras issued a call for "unity" within military
ranks. Cedras appointed Maj.Gen. Jean Claude Duperval assistant commander-in-chief, Brig.Gen.
Philippe Biamby as army chief of staff, and Brig.Gen. Henri Max Mayard as army inspector general.
In a broadcast by the Voice of America's Creole- language radio service to Haiti, Aristide said US
plans to ease the trade embargo would cause his supporters to "radicalize" their positions. Feb.
6: Washington confirmed the request for a delay in the repatriation by the Haitian provisional
government. Haiti's provisional government also wants the US to pay between US$30 and US$40
per person to defray resettlement costs. In a statement, provisional president Joseph Nerette said
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the US had deported the Haitians because they are black and poor. Feb. 7: In a radio broadcast from
Caracas on the first anniversary of his inauguration, Aristide called for stepped- up resistance to
the military-backed provisional government. No major protests were reported in Haiti. In New
York, thousands of Haitian-Americans gathered in Times Square to honor Aristide and protest the
US government's policy of deportation of Haitian refugees. Haitian provisional foreign minister
Jean Robert Simonise told foreign journalists that the government had suggested the US contribute
US$80 per refugee to support the repatriation process. In a letter to President George Bush, 40 US
senators, including Republicans and Democrats, requested suspension of deportation until US
authorities are certain that the Haitians will not suffer reprisals by the provisional government or
military upon their return. Feb. 8: US Coast Guard Lt. Peter Seaman said that between Feb. 1 and
Feb. 6, 889 Haitians were deported from the camp at Guantanamo, while another 961 new refugees
were installed. Seaman said the number of new arrivals is gradually decreasing. Feb. 9: Louis
Dejoie, president of the PAIN party (see Jan. 28 entry), told reporters that Haiti will not negotiate a
democratic solution to the crisis as long as the trade embargo is in effect. He praised Washington
for moves to ease the blockade, which will provide relief for the "families dying of hunger from
the criminal embargo..." Theodore said he believed Aristide could return to power if an agreement
could be reached between the presidents of the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies, and OAS
representatives. He added that a meeting attended by Aristide, an OAS team, Dejean Belizaire and
Alexandre Medard could take place as soon as next week. Feb. 10: Radio Soleil reported that two
assailants in a moving vehicle fired on a group of youths assembled at a Port- au-Prince city center
for a carnival rehearsal. Several people were injured. Deportation by US authorities continued
with the arrival of 510 Haitian refugees in Port-au-Prince. A total of 1,599 have been deported thus
far this week. White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater denied reports that some refugees
who had returned earlier had been beaten or killed. He said, "There have been reports in the last
day or two of brutality, and the State Department has checked all those out and we have not been
able to substantiate any of them." Haitian Chamber of Deputies president Alexandre Medard
protested violation of congressional immunity in response to the Feb. 6 detention of Deputy Raphael
Michel Adelson by military officers. Adelson was accused of cocaine possession, but claimed the
drug had been planted. In an interview published by the Dutch newspaper NRC Handelsblad,
Aristide criticized the OAS and the US for their "scandalous passivity." He asserted that "only a
total economic embargo of Haiti can eliminate the current junta." Aristide accused coup leader
Raoul Cedras of responsibility for the deaths of over 2,000 people since the Sept. 30 coup. Armed
forces commander-in-chief Cedras, aide Jean Claude Duperval, army chief of staff Philippe Biamby,
Chamber of Deputies president Alexandre Medard and Medard's predecessor Pierre Duly Brutus
met for four hours. Following the meeting, Medard told reporters that "the military would not
be hostile toward a negotiated solution to the crisis." Both the Senate and Chamber of Deputies
were expected to convene within the next 48 hours to debate continued negotiations. Feb. 11: In an
eight-to-one decision, the US Supreme Court refused to suspend deportation of Haitian refugees.
Pentagon spokesperson Bob Hall told reporters that a US soldier is suspected of raping a Haitian
refugee at the camp in Guantanamo, Cuba. [Sources: Prensa Latina (Cuba), 01/22/92, 01/28/92;
ACAN-EFE, 02/04/92; Xinhua, 02/04/92; Notimex, 01/19/92, 01/23/92, 01/27/92, 01/28/92, 01/30/92,
01/31/92, 02/03/92, 02/05/92; Washington Post, 02/01/92, 02/04-06/92; Deutsche Press Agentur,
01/30/92, 01/31/92, 02/03/92, 02/04/92, 02/06/92; Inter Press Service, 01/22/92, 01/30-02/01/92, 02/03/92,
02/04/92, 02/06/92; Associated Press, 01/24-27/92, 02/02-08/92; Agence France-Presse, 01/19- 25/92,
01/27-02/08/92, 02/10/92, 02/11/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/21/92, 01/22/92, 01/24/92, 01/27/92,
01/28- 02/02/92, 02/04/92, 02/05/92, 02/07/92, 02/09/92, 02/11/92]
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